Primary cutaneous folliculotropic and lymphohistiocytic anaplastic large cell lymphoma.
Primary cutaneous anaplastic large cell lymphoma (PC-ALCL) is a T-cell lymphoma that presents in the skin and consists of CD30+ anaplastic large lymphocytes with abundant cytoplasm and pleomorphic nuclei. In addition to the classic variant, several other histologic patterns of ALCL have been identified, among them the lymphohistiocytic variant. We describe a case of the lymphohistiocytic variant of PC-ALCL with a marked follicular involvement. The lesion appeared as a single nodule in the face that completely regressed following biopsy. A diffuse infiltration of lymphocytes and macrophages was seen in the dermis associated with hypertrophied hair follicles, follicular mucinosis, and marked folliculotropism, leading to follicular disruption. Cohesive groups of CD30+ large, atypical lymphocytes with a high proliferative index were seen focally. The patient was followed up for 41 months, during which time no relapses occurred. This case shows that PC-ALCL may present with different histologic features, including a follicular variant, that may mimic both benign and malignant conditions.